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■■ Basis of the report 

^ ■ riSno offit °* the International application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 

the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report ar^riaSlt m^H" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules miTmd 70 I7)f ^ 



Description, Pages 

1-9 



as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 

^"^ as originally filed 
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filed with telefax on 15.09.2004 



Drawings, Sheets 

^'^■^'S as originally filed 

filed with telefax on 1 S.09.2004 

^' Em''^® ^°^^t tenguage. all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authoritv in th« 
language in which the international application was filed, unless othenvlse IndicateTundefthS iteS^^ 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the intemational search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

° Rute SSnd^rVsT)^'^*'^^ ^"^^^^ of intemational preliminary examination (under 

^* Enf^^j[^.*° nucleotide and/br amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemaUonal aDDlication ths 
international preliminaiy examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence Sngf 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written fomi. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

° iSfng'h^^^^^^^^^ ^^"^^^^^ ^^"^P"*^^ ^^^^^^'^ '"^'^ identical to the written sequence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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ISI 



^' ° Son'roSHorlift^" ^ ^^'^ ^f^""^ °^ anr,endments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

f^oif'^''^"'^"* ^''^^^ coA7te/n/nsr such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whetlier the claimed invention appears to be novel, to Involve an inventive steo fto be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of." "^^^"^"^ 

□ the entire international application, 
IS! claims Nos. 4-6 

because: 

° nol on tnl^^oir^P"^ -'^^^ ^^'^ Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 

not require an international preliminary examination (specify): i<auc. wmon aoes 

IIlf,.iltr*;H^"' °r •^'■awings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos 4-6 are so 

unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

see separate sheet 

° c^uld be fo^JiS''' ^° '"Adequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 

□ no intemational search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 

^' JrTm^Sr?"ii''^''"^*'°"r' P'^^^"^^^'^ examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide and/ 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

□ the computer readable fomi has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Reference Is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US-B-6 209 2861 (PERKINS ANDREW ET AL) 3 April 2001 (2001-04-03) 
FR-A-1 392 961 (SUROY JULES LEON) 19 March 1965 (1965-03-19) 
US-A-4 096 306 (LARSON CURTIS L) 20 June 1978 (1978-06-20) 
DE 38 01 041 A (BECKER ROLF) 27 July 1989 (1989-07-27) 
WO 02/1821 1 A (ELIACHAR ELIAHU ;LILACH NIR (IL); RAPA RETAIL AIR 
PILLOW APPLIAN () 7 March 2002 (2002-03-07) 



D2: 
D3: 
D4: 
D5: 



2. 



The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter 
of claim 1 , and shows (the references In parentheses applying to this document)- 
an inflatable cellular cushioning material (210) having an air inlet 
path (218) to be inflated by an inflating device through use of an ai inlet pipe the 
inflatable cushioning material comprising at least two layers of plastic prewei'ded 
(see column 9, line 46-48) In such a manner as to form a substantially diagonally 
onented lines forming sleeves (216) along the longitudinal axis of the inflatable 
cellular cushioning material and substantially longitudinal welded lines (see fig 9) 
along the path of the air inlet pipe, the longitudinal welded lines have non-welded 
longitudinal line areas to allow for inflating of the sleeves whereby the 
longitudinal welded lines substantially reduce the non-inflated areas along the 
path of air Inlet pipe. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known cellular cushioning material 
in that the pre-welded diagonally oriented lines are spaced such as to allow the 
formation of multiple cells upon applying horizontal weld at predetermined 
intervals. This was interpreted that the cells are formed between two diagonally 
oriented lines. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as speeding 
up the manufacturing process for Inflatable celluar cushioning material by forming 
multiple cells while applying a single horizontal weld. This solution is neither 
disclosed nor rendered obvious by the prior art and therefore considered as 
Involving an Inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 
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EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 

4. Claims 2,3, 7-13 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the 
requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and Inventive step. 

5. Some features of the product claims 4-6 (e.g. ' using L shaped plastic sealing 
bars' ) relate to a method of manufacturing of the product rather than clearly 
defining the product In temns of Its technical features. The Intended limitations are 
therefore not clear from these claims, contrary to the requirements of Article 6 
PCT. 
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lAVe claim: 

1. An inflatable ceUular cushioning material having an air inlet pipe 

path (316) to be inflate* by an inflating device tfarottgh the use of an 
air inlet pipe, the inflatable cushioning material comprising, at least 
two layeis of plastic pre-welded in such a manner so as to form a 
substantiaUy-ffiagonaUy oriented Ihies fonning sleeves (302. 304) 
along the longitu<Jaial axis of the inflatable cellular cushioning 
material, and a substantially longitudinal welded lines (308, 310) 
along the path of the air inlet pipe, the longitudinal welded lines 
have non-welded longitudinal line areas (314) to allow for the 
inflating of the sleeves, whereby the longitudinal welded lines 
substantiaUy reduce the non-inflpted areas along the paih of the air 
inl^pipe, 

characterized by that the pie-welded diagonally oriented lines are 
spaced such as to allow the fonnation of multiple cells vpon. 
applying horizontal weld at predetermined intervals. 

2. The inflatable ceUular cushioning material of claim 1 wherein the 
longitudinal welded lines are pre-welded before the plastic sheet is 
inflated by the inflgting device. 

3. "Hie inflatable celhilar cushioning material of claim 1 wheiein the 
longitudinal welded lines are welded after the sleeves have been 
inflated. 

4. The mflatable cellular cushioning material of claims 2 or 3, wherefaj 
the longitudinal welded lines are welded using an L shaped plastic 
sealing bars having a longitudinal and a horizontal arms weld. 

5. The inflatable cellular cuahioning material of claim 4 i;<*erein the 
Eonzontal arm is having the length of the distance between a first 
and a second longitudinal welding perfbnned by the L shaped 
plastic sealing. 
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